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Hello Rotarians,  
 

I.  Our booth # for the International Convention is  2000.  Great location 
just to the right of the main entrance, on a corner. Out of 200 booths, we 
have one of the best!!!! 
 
If you are coming to the Convention, we need some help at the booth.  Contact Hajra 
Wilson hajra.wilson@me.com to let her know which days you can help for 2-4 hours. We have 37 
hours to cover, and we would like two people at a time. 20 people giving 2 shifts of 2 hours each will 
cover the whole time.  We will offer free blood pressure screening, and body mass index testing.  This 
will be an exciting booth. Health Fairs are helping people take responsibility for their own health. Will 
your country be next to conduct the Rotary Health Fair model.  
If you would like to work in the booth ONLY, and not actually attend the RI Convention, a special 
registration is available for $50, but must be submitted before 31 March.   

 
 

II.  Annual meeting - Tuesday, 22 June 1:30-3:30 Room 525 
 
III.  How about a dinner together Tuesday night?  Save the date.  We'll 
announce time and place later. 
 
IV.  The first Health Fair will be held in LinCang, China, 3-5 April.  Check out 
the brochure.  [The brochure is on the next page] 
 

 
 
Onward to Montreal! 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
 
Will 
Will Files - CoChair 
World Health Fairs - A Rotarian Action Group 
 
 

 
 





Health Fairs will be held in the Merida, Cancun, Mexico region  
late February 2010. 
 
China Rotarians plan to hold health fairs in April 2010.  Patricia Fiske from the 
Denver Mile High Rotary, Frank Yih, and Edwin Ngoi from The Rotary Club of 
Shanghai are planning a series of HealthFairs in Long Chuan District.  Training 
was held last fall for leaders.   
 
Exciting news from Kursk, Russia.  The Kursk Regional Administration has made 
a decision to open four (4) governmental Health Centers modeled after the very 
successful Center started by Rotarians Dr. Sergey Shevchenko, Tatyana Tsyrlina 
and local Rotaractors.  A 3H Grant provided development costs for this program 
of health prevention. Health Fair Centers are operating in 17 Russian Cities.  
 
More news from Thailand where a dental health fair is planned for a rural 
northern area. 
 
Join us at the Rotary International Convention in Montreal.  Visit our booth.   
Take part in a Health Fair Exchange, facilitated by PDG Steve Yoshida, on 
Sunday, 20 June from 12?30 - 1:30 in Room 519. 
The annual meeting of World Health Fairs - A Rotarian Action Group will be held 
on Tuesday, 22 June from 13:30 -15:30 In Room 522. 
 



 
 

Girdwood, Alaska Health Fair 
October 10, 2009 

 
In cooperation with Alaska Health Fairs, Inc. and a number of 
local Rotarians and Friends of Rotary the Girdwood Rotary Club 
sponsored a Health Fair on October 10, 2009. The event was 
held at the Girdwood Community Center. 

 
Girdwood Rotary President Mike Wilson and Girdwood Rotary 

Member Ellen Twiname, Health Fair Organizer 
 
We would like to extend our thanks to the following 
organizations and businesses that helped make the event a 
success: 
 
The Double Musky Inn, Bob, Deanna and Justin Persons for 
helping to offset the cost of the event 
Four Valleys Community Schools for students who helped with 
the setup and takedown 



The Turnagain Arm Lions Club (Kathy and John Trautner, Joel 
Wolner and others) for providing equipment and personnel for 

vision assessment  
 
The Girdwood Clinic (Kerry Dorius) for finding the doses of 
seasonal flu vaccine and providing them at low cost 
The Turnagain Arm Health Center, Inc for offsetting the cost of 
the flu shots 
The Bake Shop, Michael and Stefanie Flynn for providing 
wonderful food and bread for the volunteers 
Girdwood EMS, Nick Danger for arranging the venue for the 
event. 
 
The Girdwood Rotary Club provided 66 hours of community 
service and Friends of Rotary 79 hours of community 

service.   
President-Elect George Stewart having his blood pressure 
checked by his wife Kathy, a Friend of Rotary volunteer. 
 

Rotarian Jody Liddicoat preparing food for 
volunteers 



 
A team from Denver and World Health Fairs leadership will travel in October 
2009 to assist in the implementation of the program.  One of the team members 
is Don Elliott.  9 HealthFair has sponsored health  fairs  for many years at about 
a hundred and sixty sites around the  state of Colorado, all in a two week.  Don's 
Rotary club has been staffing one of the health fair sites for three years, and he 
has been  the doctor that answers questions.  They had a Chinese visitor 
this year who visited a number of sites.  Don is going along as an adviser, with 
some experience, helping plan these health fairs in Yunnan province.  He also 
has experience in moving hospital beds and equipment.  Jim Goddard, President 
and CEO of 9Health Fair, and PDG   Steve Yoshida, CoChair of World Health 
Fairs - A Rotarian Action Group, will also accompany the group. 
 
We are excited about the expansion into China and will be eagerly awaiting 
reports of progress.  A breakout session is planned for the  Rotary International 
Convention in Montreal, June 2009. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 

 
The US Library of Congress sponsors the Open World Program which  brings 
small groups of Russians (and other countries of the former  Soviet Republic) to 
the US for 1 week professional experiences.  The  team below was in Homer, 
Alaska to observe the 25th annual Homer  Rotary Health Fair.  While in Alaska, 
the team visited the robotic  equipment at Providence Hospital in Anchorage 
which is used for minimally invasive prostate surgery.  Another Health Fair team 
will be  in Homer, Alaska in November 2009. 
 



Rotary President Sharon Minsch has announced that Homer Kachemak Bay   
Rotary Club has begun planning  for the 26th annual Rotary Health  Fair! She 
states that in excess of 65 vendors and 1000 people are expected to attend. 
Rotary is  adding a canned food drive this year to support the local Food Pantry. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
D5010 PDG Maynard Gross found this informative site:  
http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/july22/nanolab-diagnostic-tool-072309.html 
The Stanford University site describes an "invention, called the  NanoLab, which 
is a miniature, portable bioassay that can identify several disease proteins 
simultaneously without doctors, technicians  or special lab equipment. With this 
technology, the inventors hope that individuals can literally take health care into 
their own hands.    CHECK IT OUT!! 
******************************************************************************************** 
Rotarian Action Groups 
 
Rotary International has recognized 16 Action Groups.  Health Fairs is one of 
them.  But notice that most of them are health related.  If you want to include 
information about one of these areas in a health fair, please contact the 
respective group for help or materials. Rotary International is trying to figure out 
exactly what the role of Rotarian Action Groups will be.  We are providing 
complex international programs that require broad based organization.  Let your 
Rotary Governors and Directors know your feelings.  We have a proven track 
record, but need RI's support.  
Editor. to find contacts for RAG's  

1. go to http://www.rotary.org 
2. select  "Service and Fellowship" 
3. scroll down to Fellowships 
4. click on  "Global Networking Groups" 
5. click on "View Complete List of Rotary  Action Groups" 
6. click finally on "View All Rotarian Action Groups"    

 
 Whew! 
 
Health Fairs 
Blood Donation 
Water and Sanitation 
Population Growth and Sustainable Development 
Disaster Relief 
Blindness Prevention 
Polio Survivors and Associates 
Diabetes 
Multiple Sclerosis 
AIDS 
Hunger and Malnutrition 
Mine Action 



Dental Volunteers 
Microcredit 
Hearing Regeneration 
Malaria 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
Note:  Plan to join us in Montreal during June 2010.  Let us know if you are 
planning to attend.  Watch for our breakout session.  We need your help to staff 
our World Health Fairs booth. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
MEXICO Update: 
 
Successful health fairs were held in the Merida area, and in Villahermosa. 
Contact Ruby or PDG David Gonzalez for info about  Merida 
mailto:davidgonzalezd@hotmail.com   Contact Angel Dorantes or  Sofia in 
Villahermosa mailto:angelcd12@yahoo.com.mx 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
UNITED STATES Update: 
 
Statewide efforts exist in three states, Colorado, Wyoming and  Alaska.  There 
are isolated programs in other places, but prevention  is an emerging and critical 
need around the US and the World. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
ISSUE:  Will health fairs continue to be preventive and educational, or do we 
need to take on more of an advocacy role, particularly in critical areas such as 
smoking and alcohol/drub abuse?  Send us your comments. 
http://www.worldhealthfairs.org  then click on "Contacts" 
 

Did you know that we have 285 members from 37 countries? 
Rotary Health Fairs are held in 10 countries. 

 

 
 




